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Water Bore Drilling – Sunrise Project Borefield
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› Sunrise commenced construction of the remaining four approved water bores in April 2023 due to requirements of 
the Water Supply Works Approval

› Watson Drilling (Deniliquin) successful tenderer

› DPE notification of staging of the development

› Consultation with relevant stakeholders:

– CCC

– Landholders (private, Crown Land and nearby)

– Councils

› Pilot holes drilled in four locations:

– Two on private land

– Two on Crown Land

› Production bores installed in three locations:

– Two on private land

– One on Crown Land
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Water Bore Drilling – Sunrise Project Borefield
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Mineral Exploration in the Region – Limestone 
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› Scout reverse circulation (RC) drilling programs have been completed 
at our Boona Gap & Ezy Lime tenements over the first half of 2023.

› 25 RC Holes were drilled at the Ezy Lime tenement and 10 RC holes at 
the Boona Gap tenement

› These programs showed some encouraging results with further 
drilling planned within both tenements to better quantify the 
quantity of material present

› Identification of a quality limestone supply closer to the Sunrise 
project presents opportunities to reduce trucking distances for this 
important bulk reagent



Test Work & Technology Development
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› Process test work completed to 
optimize the residence time in the 
U-Column desorption process for 
nickel and cobalt.  This will be used 
as an input during the detailed 
design of the U-Column and 
downstream Ni & Co refinery

› Battery recycling test work 
completed and testing to date has 
shown that “black mass” from 
spent batteries can be readily 
recycled at Sunrise with minor 
changes to the existing flow sheet

› Additional engineering and 
approvals would be required for 
battery recycling to occur at Sunrise



Community Update
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Community – Working Together
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› Community Events

– Supported the Trundle Back in Time event on 26th March and 
sponsored the sheaf toss

› Preparing to support the 2023 local agricultural shows

› Attended the NSW Minerals Council careers night in Orange on 31st

May to promote the mining industry as a career pathway for high 
school students



Keeping People Informed
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› Community Communication

– Parkes and Condobolin shopfronts are 
open, first and third Tuesday/Thursday of 
the month

› Sunrise Energy Metals website 

– Complaints register published monthly, 
with zero complaints YTD

– Community Complaints line listed on our 
website – 1800 952 277

https://www.sunriseem.com/sunrise-
project/registering-a-complaint/

https://www.sunriseem.com/sunrise-project/registering-a-complaint/
https://www.sunriseem.com/sunrise-project/registering-a-complaint/
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Environmental Monitoring
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› Continuing environmental monitoring:

– Air Quality

– Surface Water

– Groundwater (December/January and May)

– Meteorological

› Depositional dust and Particulate Matter (PM10 and PM2.5)

› Surface water monitoring events

– November 2022

› Groundwater monitoring

– Next round scheduled for October 2023



Environmental 
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Government Reporting
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› Annual project reporting recently completed

– Annual Return to the EPA

– 2022 Annual Review to DPE



Project Execution Plan Modification
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› Updated Environmental Management Plans (EMPs) are on the Sunrise 
website

– Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan*

– Blast Management Plan

– Biodiversity Management Plan and Revegetation Strategy

– Environmental Management Strategy

– Heritage Management Plan

– Noise Management Plan*

– Water Management Plan

– Traffic Management Plan* approved April 2023

– Road Upgrade and Maintenance Strategy* approved November 2022

– Rehabilitation Strategy* approved April 2023

› Social Impact Management Plan – exemption granted by DPE

* Required consultation



Non-Urban Water Metering Requirements
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› New water metering requirements came into force on 
1 June 2023

› Application was made to DPE Water to make one 
groundwater bore inactive – i.e. the pump is no longer 
capable of taking water

› New groundwater bores will also be made inactive

› One bore being fitted with compliant pattern approved 
meter for supply of drilling water



Critical Asset Approvals
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› 132kV Electrical Transmission Line (ETL)

– Conditional Offer of $10M Grant Funding from 
NSW Critical Minerals and High-Tech Metals 
Activation Fund 

– Connection agreement with Network Service 
Providers progressing including initial line design 
completed with Essential Energy

– First 40km of the ETL will replace the existing 
66kV Trundle supply line with a dual 132/66 kV 
line 

– This will provide additional network capacity and 
growth opportunity in the region (ie. loads & 
renewables)

– Landholder discussions continuing

– Licence application over Crown Land submitted



Critical Asset Approvals

Powering innovation | June 2319

› Raw Water Pipeline and Borefield

– Short term licence granted by Crown Lands for drilling of pilot holes

– Licence granted by Crown Lands for installation of production bore on Crown Land

– Licence and easement application over Crown Land progressing 

› Oversize Transport Route (Port Pirie to Sunrise)

– Grant Funding of $500K received from NSW Critical Minerals and High-Tech Metals Activation Fund to undertake 
design and approvals activities to de-risk the oversized transport route

– GHD engaged to complete civil and electrical designs for route modifications and develop the approvals plan for the 
construction phase of the oversized transport route.

– Work is scheduled for completion by Q3 2023.



CCC Member 
Questions
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Thank you
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