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Department of Planning 
Mining & Extractive Industries 
Major Development Assessment 
Level 4 Western Gallery 
23 – 33 Bridge St 
Sydney NSW   2000 
 
Attention: Phil Jones-  Environmental Planning Officer 
   Major Development Assessment 
 
 
Dear Phil 

Syerston Nickel Cobalt Project 
Application to Modify Development Consent 

Location of Borefields 

Enclosed is an application to modify the Development Consent for the Syerston Nickel 
Cobalt Project (Project) under Section 96(1) of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act). 

Ivanplats Syerston Pty Limited (Ivanplats) proposes to modify the consented location of 
the borefields component of the Project.  The land consented in 2001 for the location of 
the borefields is inconsistent with land specified in applications for bore licences in 1998 
and the draft bore licence conditions, both attached.  It appears that a misdescription of 
the location of the borefields occurred when the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS, 
Resource Strategies 2000) for the Project was being prepared.  The reason(s) for this 
misdescription is unknown to Ivanplats and only came to light when the final draft bore 
licence conditions were received in September 2005. 

The consented development area for the Project is shown in Figure ES-2 in the EIS 
(copy attached).  The consented locations of the bores in the eastern and western 
borefield (6 in total), transfer facilities for pumping, and interconnecting pipework are 
shown in Figure C3-3 in the EIS (copy attached).  Ivanplats proposes to undertake a 
modification to the Project, comprising changing the location of the: 

• bores in the eastern and western borefield; 

• transfer station; and 

• interconnecting pipework between the bores. 
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The water pipeline would be extended to the proposed new location of the transfer 
station.  The proposed locations are shown in a revised Production Bore Location figure 
attached.  The bore locations are shown as general areas as the exact location of the 
bores will not be known until drilling commences and suitable water extractions tested.  
It is intended that the bores be located as close as possible to the southern boundaries 
of the freehold land, i.e. the boundaries closest to North Condobolin Road. 

The proposed modification is only with respect to location.  No change is proposed to 
the type and capacity of bores and associated equipment. 

Details of the proposed modification are provided in Table 1. 

 

Legal Advice 

Ivanplats has received legal advice from Minters Ellison Lawyers on this matter: 

“On the basis of the wording of Section 96 of the EP&A Act it is our view that 
Department of Planning can lawfully approve a section 96 modification application 
seeking the Proposed Changes over land not included in the development 
application.” 

where the Proposed Changes are the proposed locations for the bores and 
interconnecting pipework. 

Additionally, Minters Ellison Lawyers advised that: 

“it is our opinion that the proposed modified Development Consent (i.e the 
Development Consent with the Proposed Changes) would be substantially the 
same as the original Development Consent (i.e the original unmodified 
Development Consent).” 

 

Bore Licences 

Bore Licences with conditions acceptable to Ivanplats for the six bores, have been 
prepared by the Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources (DIPNR 
Water).  The licences will be issued when the locations of the bores in the Development 
Consent are consistent with those in the licences. 

 

Land Ownership 

Land ownership in the borefield area has changed since development was consented.  
The proposed locations for the bores, transfer station, interconnecting pipework and the 
extended water pipeline are on land owned by: 

• Mr Timothy Webb (Lot 6 DP 598735, Lots 24 and 103 DP 752106); and 

• Shire of Forbes (road reserves). 

These landowners have agreed to the location of Project facilities on their land.  Letters 
consenting the submission of this modification are attached. 
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Table 1 
Proposed Modification to the Project  

 
Project Component Original Project  Modified Project 

Land Subject to 
Development for Water 
Bores/Pipelines 

  

Summary Appendix 1, Development Consent: 
Lot 5 and 6 DP 598735 
Lots 85, 95, 96, 99 and 100 DP 752106 
And all Crown road reserves, Crown land, 
road reserves, main roads, rail corridors and 
travelling stock routes within the 
development application area 

 
Lot 6 DP 598735 
Lots 24 and 103 DP 752106 
And all Crown road reserves, Crown land, 
road reserves, main roads, rail corridors and 
travelling stock routes within the 
development application area 

Components of Water 
Bores/Pipelines: 

  

Water Bores – Western 
Borefield 

Lot 5 DP 5987351 Lot 6 DP 598735 
Road reserve adjacent and opposite Lot 15 
DP 752077 

Water Bores – Eastern 
Borefields 

Lots 95, 96 and 100 DP 7521061 Lots 24 and 103 DP 752106 

Transfer Station Lot 5 DP 5987351 Lot 24 DP 752106 
Pipework 
interconnecting 
western and eastern 
borefield 

Lot 5 DP 5987351 

Lots 95, 96 and 100 DP 752106 
Lot 6 DP 598735 
Lots 24 and 103 DP 752106 
Road reserves 

Main Water Pipeline Road reserve1 Road reserve  
Disturbance Area Areas where bores, borefield facilities, 

interconnecting pipework and access road 
located. 

Reduced disturbance for interconnecting 
pipework due to shorter length. 
Extended length of main water pipeline will 
follow same route as pipework 
interconnecting western and eastern 
borefields. 
Reduced disturbance for access road as 
existing road will be used for access. 
Relocation of some bores and 
interconnecting pipework from agricultural 
land to road reserves. 

Borefields Plant and 
Equipment 

Two borefields each comprising three bores, 
break storage tank, transfer pumps, 
transformers, telemetry station, 
interconnecting pipework, access road along 
alignment of interconnecting pipework and 
power supply from existing infrastructure. 

No change. 

Groundwater Extraction 
Rate 

100L/s (as per Bore Licence conditions) No change. 

Borefields Construction Easements, layout area etc. No change. 
Borefields Operation Monitoring, inspections and maintenance. No change. 

 

Environmental Effects 

The EIS considered potential environmental issues relating to the construction and 
operation of the Project including land resources, water resources, flora, fauna, 
Aboriginal heritage, European heritage, air quality, noise, socio-economics and 
transport. 

Attached is an aerial photograph of the borefield area showing the consented and 
proposed locations of bores, pipelines and transfer station.  Note that a low-lying area of 

                                                 
1 Based on interpretation of EIS Figure C3-3. 
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land on Lot 24 DP 752106 has been excluded from the proposed new locations due to 
the presence of trees. 

The existing uses for the land that comprises the proposed new locations are as per the 
consented locations - agricultural on predominantly cleared land and road reserve.  No 
change to potential impacts is expected due to the proposed modification.  Mitigation 
measures detailed in the EIS and Development Consent will apply to the proposed new 
locations.  Where practicable, pipelines will be positioned in the cleared sections of road 
reserve to minimise disturbance to trees and shrubs.   

Preparation of a Borefields Environmental Management Plan (BEMP) for the borefields 
in accordance with the Development Consent has commenced. 

Please advise if you require any further information on this matter. 

Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
M Ryan 
Project Manager 
Syerston Nickel Cobalt Project 
Ivanplats Syerston Pty Limited 
 
cc: David Kitto, Manager – Mining & Extractive Industries 
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