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Environment Protection 
Licence - Sunrise



Who is the NSW EPA?

•The NSW Environment Protection Authority protects our 

environment and community 

•We do this by being a leader, a partner and protector

•We lead in protecting our air, waterways, land and 

health of the community

•We work with communities, government and business

•We hold people and organisations to account through:

° Licensing

° Monitoring

° Regulation

° Enforcement
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Environment Protection Licence

• The Sunrise development needs an environment protection 

licence before it can commence development;

• The EPL includes conditions that the mine must meet;

• These conditions cover:

• Air- dust and other air emissions;

• Noise – monitoring and prescribed limits;

• Water – water pollution prevention, water monitoring for both 

groundwater and surface water;

• Operation and reporting conditions.
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Operating Conditions
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Example Conditions - Dust

O3 Dust

O3.1   All areas in or on the premises must be maintained in a 

condition that prevents or minimises the emission into the air of air 

pollutants (which includes dust).

O3.2   Any activity in or on the premises must be carried out by 

such practicable means as to prevent or minimise the emission into 

the air of air pollutants (which includes dust).

O3.3   Any plant in or on the premises must be operated by such 

practicable means as to prevent or minimise the emission into the 

air or air pollutants (which includes dust).
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Example dust monitoring condition
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Example Conditions - Noise
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Meterological Monitoring
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Water Monitoring
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Air Verification Report

1. Prior to commencement of construction of the processing plant and power generation facilities the 

applicant must provide an Air Quality Verification Report to the EPA for approval, (the Verification 

Report). The Verification Report must: 

a. Demonstrate that all feasible and reasonable best practice mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the design of the processing plant and power generation facilities; 

b. Include manufacturers specifications or emission performance guarantees for each emission 

discharge point associated with the processing plant and power generation facilities; 

c. Confirm that all emission discharges will comply with the prescribed concentrations contained 

in the Protection of the Environment Operations (Clean Air) Regulation 2010 and 

benchmarked best practice emission concentrations; and 

d. Include an Air Quality Impact Verification Assessment (the Verification Assessment) based on 

final design and emission performance of the processing plant and power generation facilities. 

The Verification Assessment must: 

i. be conducted in strict accordance with the Approved Methods for Modelling and 

Assessment of Air Pollutants in NSW 

ii. assess all potential point and fugitive air pollutant emission sources associated with 

the processing plant and power generation facilities at the premises 

iii. confirm predicted impacts will comply with the impact assessment criteria contained in 

the Approved Methods for Modelling and Assessment of Air Pollutants in NSW 

iv. Propose air emission limits and monitoring requirements for all significant air emission 

points. 
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Community Question – Real time monitoring

• Continuous monitoring for 2 sites – dust – TEOM 

(construction and operation);

• Continuous monitoring for meterology (construction and 

operation);

• Continuous monitoring for air emissions, sulphuric acid plant 

stack, two power generation facilities (operation only).
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